Puerto Rico, and several other U.S. Trust territories. USGS employees use nationally consistent procedures and qualityassurance protocols in conducting cooperative projects. These standards ensure that all data from the Cooperative Water Program are directly com- 
Valued Cooperation
The USGS and Cooperators jointly plan the scientific work performed in the Cooperative Water Program. This ensures that this work simultaneously meets the mission objectives of the USGS and the data and information needs of the Cooperators. The result is a national program with broad relevance and widespread use of its products. This significant tie to local and State water-resources needs also creates a program that responds quickly to emerging issues. Cooperators choose to work with the USGS because of the agency's broad technical expertise, its long-standing record of performing high-quality measurements and assessments, and its commitment to providing public access to data collected by the Cooperative Water Program. The scientific, non-regulatory mission of the USGS means that parties in many types of regulatory and jurisdictional disputes accept its data and analyses as valid. To ensure that these activities do not infringe on work more appropriately done by the private sector, the USGS distributes a list of activities that should be excluded from the Program, and works through the Federal Advisory Committee Act to obtain advice from both government and non-government entities.
Data and Information for Many
The Cooperative Water Program supports the collection of basic hydrologic data, studies of specific water-resources problems, and hydrologic research. In 2003, for example, Cooperative Water Program funds supported about 4,200 stream-gaging stations. The program also funds approximately 750 interpretative projects annually targeted at specific issues, such as the effects of urbanization, dam removal, agricultural practices, and energy development on the quality and quantity of the Nation's water resources.
Because data collected in the Cooperative Water Program are directly comparable at the local, regional, and national levels, large-scale syntheses and application of these data to pressing societal and environmental issues are possible. Examples of A hydrograph retrieved from the National Water Information System (NWIS), which includes online access to millions of water records.
(http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis) these syntheses include using historical streamflow information to evaluate regional drought and climate variability, and developing a technique for estimating time of travel for rivers, which provides information for estimating the arrival time for accidental chemical spills.
More recently, data from Cooperative Water Program interpretive projects continue to contribute significantly to emerging water-resources issues across the Nation. Examples include an improved understanding of the links between land-use changes and the physical habitat of streams (USGS Circular 1175), the behavior of freshwater-saltwater interactions in ground-water environments along the Atlantic coast (USGS Circular 1262), and the role of science in managing ground-water resources (USGS Circular 1247). Hydrologic data and results of interpretive projects are published as USGS reports, which are publicly available. In addition, more and more projects result in Internet products ranging from descriptive home pages and online reports, to interactive interfaces that allow users to run predictive models and conduct sophisticated statisti- Reston, VA 20192 (703) 648-5061, email: staubitz@usgs.gov 
